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vi Foreword 

am Yahyah in the Yemen against the 
Turkish troops stationed there. 

Richard Gottheil. 

Dec. 23, 1916. 
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THE REVOLT IN ARABIA 



THE SHEREEFATE OF MECCA 

HOW the public insists upon making 
a snap judgment on the signifi- 
cance of passing events is shown by the 
haste with which speculations are given 
out, speculations that are purely hypo- 
thetical because the truth of the reports 
that reach us can, as yet, be verified 
only approximately. 

According to a Reuter despatch, the 
Great Shereef of Mecca has revolted 
against Turkish authority and, at the 
head of his Arabs, has succeeded in forc- 
ing the capitulation of the garrisons of 
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be right in the main point, then it is well 
worth while to consider what may be 
the possible consequences of the Arab 
movement. 

In either case, to comprehend the mat- 
ter rightly, the political significance of 
the Shereefate of Mecca should be under- 
stood and the reading public should have 
*a clearer idea of what the title "Grand 
Shereef of Mecca" covers than is pos- 
sessed by the majority. 

Mecca, the birth-place of the Prophet 
Mohammed, was not the centre from 
which he extended his sovereignty over a 
great part of Arabia. The capital of the 
realm founded by him was Medina, situ- 
ated a ten-day caravan journey to the 
north. Moreover, when, about twenty 
years after his first appearance as Allah's 
messenger, Mohammed conquered Mecca, 
he did not think of transferring the seat 
of government thither. He had his own 
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of Mecca. From the extraordinarily nu- 
merous posterity of Mohammed, issue 
of the union of his daughter Fatima with 
his nephew Ali, many remained settled 
in Arabia as owners of date gardens, as 
robber knights at the head of Bedouin 
clans, or as speculators in the gradually 
increasing superstitious adoration of the 
Mohammedans for the Prophet's blood. 
Outside of Arabia, the descendants of Ali 
participated in political revolutions on 
greater or lesser scale, or had their hands 
filled by the governors of the Moslem 
lands. Their short-sighted avarice and 
their common lack of political talent, 
however, hindered them from carrying 
any important project to completion. 
Any success which they achieved was 
always transient. The universal con- 
dition of things in Arabia afforded the 
opportunity of turning a portion of the 
Holy Province into a personal domain. 
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forced to accept. He was never an inde- 
pendent ruler and, in the long run, had 
to recognise the suzerainty of the protect- 
ing states. 
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governor after another had to yield, and 
had to sit in his shadow. Ahmed Ratab 
alone succeeded in holding on from 1892 
to Aun's death in 1905, by shutting his 
eyes to the Shereef *s ill deeds and con- 
tenting himself with a share in the profits 
that accrued from the malfeasance in 
office. Aun's brother, Abdullah, then 
living in Constantinople, was appointed 
his successor but died before he began his 
journey to his native land. Then the 
Sultan appointed Shereef Ali, a nephew 
of Aun, as "Amir of Mecca." Such 
was the title given to these princes by 
the Turkish chancery, out of respect 
for a possible sensitiveness on the subject. 
Both Shereef Ali and the governor, 
Ahmed Ratib, succumbed when the great 
Turkish Revolution broke out in 1908. 
Ratib had to submit to financial extor- 
tions and to exile, while the deposed 
Shereef settled down in Cairo. His cousin 
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appointed Shereef , that is the man with 
whose aid the Turkish Government is to 
try to suppress, once for all, "robber raid- 
ing," is the same who was replaced by 
Husein, some time ago, is not made 
clear in the Milli-despatch, but it is very 
probable that it is. In that case, Shereef 
Ali must have left Cairo before the war 
and betaken himself to Constantinople. 

Here we have a repetition of the old 
game of playing off one Shereef against 
another, just as it was played in the past. 
And the outcome will depend on which 
of the two can gather the greater force 
of "robber raiders" under his standard: 
Ali, supported by the Turks and their 
friends, or Husein, aided by their op- 
ponents. 

Assuredly either alternative proves the 
significance that a serious revolt against 
Turkish authority would have under 
present circumstances. 
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SHEREEF AND CALIPH 

A SSUMING that the "robber raiders" 
of the Turkish-German despatch 
and the Shereef of Mecca, referred to in 
the Reuter telegram are one and the 
same person, and that, accordingly, Sher- 
eef Husein, Emir of Mecca, has raised 
his standard against the Turkish domina- 
tion, then the question arises, "What 
does the Shereef mean by his op- 
position?" 

Various writers on Islam have com- 
mented on the impropriety, according to 
Mohammedan law itself, of the assump- 
tion of the title of "Caliph" by the 
Sultan of Turkey. It was, indeed, for 

more than nine centuries, regarded by 

29 
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they, the conquerors, have bestowed on 
the land- They have given nothing and 
have never been in a position even to 
assure the safety of the roads leading to 
the Holy Cities during the few weeks of 
the pilgrimage. In Arabia as little as 
elsewhere have the Turks tried to affiliate 
with the people. They are unpopular 
in the highest degree. 

The Committee of Union and Progress, 
in whose hands Turkey has been since 
1908, has by no means made itself idolised 
by the Meccanese and their hereditary 
princes. Visitors to Stamboul from Mec- 
ca, since 1908, came away scandalized 
at the methods and ideals of Young Tur- 
key. All Mecca subsists on the pilgrim- 
ages, and the interest of all is centred on 
the gains accruing to them from the 
hajji (pilgrim) , just as that of an agricul- 
tural people is intent upon the prospects 
of the harvest. The Committee that 
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be a master-stroke in opposition to the 
attempt, made by Young Turkey under 
German protection, to excite the mediaeval 
fanaticism of Islam against other religious 
sects and to use it as an incentive to strife. 
However that may be, those who abomi- 
nate playing with the fire of religious 
hate, a measure to which the Young 
Turks, in the main non-religious, have al- 
lowed themselves, to be persuaded, have 
no reason to regret the Arabian uprising. 
All that can tend to making an end of 
the unworthy noisy talk of " Caliphate' f 
and "Holy War" may be regarded as 
commanding respect. 



NOTE 

The following translation of the Pro- 
clamation appeared in Thd Near East: 

Since writing his monograph, Professor Hur- 
gronje has had reason to doubt his surmise as 
to the identity of the new Grand Shereef sent 
by the Turkish government to Medina. Prob- 
ably it is not the Ali who succeeded to his uncle 
Aun and settled in Egypt after his demission. 

The proclamation is added as interesting in 
connection with Professor Hurgronje's own 
articles. He would have preferred to give the 
Turkish proclamation as well as this, had this 
been possible. 
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APPENDIX 

PROCLAMATION OF THE SHEREEF OF MECCA 

"In the name of God, the Merciful, the 
Compassionate . ' ' 

This is our general proclamation to all our 
Moslem brothers. 

1 4 O God, judge between us and our people 
in truth; Thou art the Judge." 

The world knoweth that the first of all 
Moslem princes and rulers to acknowledge 
the Turkish Government were the Emirs of 
Mecca the Blessed. This they did to bind 
together and make strong the brotherhood of 
Islam, for they saw the Sultans of the House 
of Osman (may the dust of their tombs be 
blessed, and may they dwell in Paradise!), 
how they were upright, and how they carried 
out all the commandments and'ordinances of 
the Faith and of the Prophet (prayers be 
upon him!) perfectly. Therefore they were 
obedient to them at all times. 

For a token of this, remember how in A.H, 
1322 I with my Arabs helped them against 

.43 
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the Arabs, to save Ebhah from those who 
were besieging it, and to preserve the name 
of the Government in honour; and remember 
how again in the next year I helped them 
with my armies, which I entrusted to one of 
my sons; for in truth we were one with the 
Government until the Committee of Union 
and Progress rose up, and strengthened 
itself, and laid its hands on power. Con- 
sider how since then ruin has overtaken the 
State, and its possessions have been torn 
from it, and its place in the world has been 
lost, until now it has been drawn into this 
last and most fatal war. 

All this they have done, being led away by 
shameful appetites, which are not for me to 
set forth, but which are public and a cause 
for sorrow to the Moslems of the whole 
world, who have seen this greatest and most 
noble Moslem Power broken in pieces and 
led down to ruin and utter destruction. Our 
lament is also for so many of its subjects, 
Moslems and others alike, whose lives have 
been sacrificed without any fault of their own. 
Some have been treacherously put to death, 
others cruelly driven from their homes, as 
though the calamities of war were not enough. 
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in fierce anger and rushed to save it. They 
had to burst open the door and mount upon 
the roof before they could quench the flames. 
Yet a third shell fell upon the Tomb of 
Abraham, and other shells fell in and about 
the precincts, which they made a target for 
their guns, killing every day three or four who 
were at prayer within the Mosque, till they 
prevented the people coming near to worship. 
This will show how they despised His House 
and denied it the honour given it by believers. 

We leave all this to the Moslem world for 
judgment. 

Yes, we can leave the judgment to the Mos- 
lem world ; but we may not leave our religion 
and our existence as a people to be a play- 
thing of the Unionists. God (Blessed be He !) 
has made open for us the attainment of free- 
dom and independence, and has shown us a 
way of victory to cut off the hand of the op- 
pressors, and to cast out their garrison from 
our midst. We have attained independence, 
an independence of the rest of the Ottoman 
Empire, which is still groaning under the 
tyranny of our enemy. Our independence is 
complete, absolute, not to be laid hands on 
by any foreign influence or aggression, and 



Jk Selection from the 
Catalogue of 

G. P- PUTNAM'S SONS 



Complete Catalogue* seat 
on application 



